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EASTERN BORDER - PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM

Netanyahu tours new eastern border barrier, warns Israel’s enemies:

“Do not test us”

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] a claim made by one party, an analysis, or a report we could not independently
verify. The claim is attributed, not endorsed. Bracketed numbers [n] refer to the source list at bottom right; the
clickable edition is at americatodayjournal.com/middle-east/.

With Defense Minister Israel Katz in the Jordan Valley, the prime minister says the barrier will run from the Yarmouk River to Filat, in addition to the security
zones Israel holds in Lebanon, Syria and Gaza.
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Netanyahu, center, points toward the barrier as Defense Minister Israel Katz, left, and an IDF officer look on near Kibbutz Massada.

y .'alvm.y;g

PARLCELERLLL™
: .

STILL FROM VIDEO: GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE (GPO) VIA PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM, OCT 15, 2026 -

X.COM/ISRAELIPM/STATUS/2110703938844373056

Netanyahu during the tour.

STILL FROM VIDEO: GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE (GPO) VIA PRIME MINISTER'S
OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM, OCT 15, 2026 -
X.COM/ISRAELIPM/STATUS/2110703938844373056

(L LR LI B The visit, remarks and video come from the PMO's own post. The plans and capabilities described are the government's statements; no cost, length or timeline was given.

he Prime Minister’s Office reported on
Thursday, Oct. 15, that Benjamin
Netanyahu had toured the barrier being
built along Israel’s eastern border. Near
Kibbutz Massada in the Jordan Valley he was
joined by Defense Minister Israel Katz, Maj.
Gen. Eran Ofir, who heads the Borders and

Seam Line Administration, Division 96
commander Brig. Gen. Oren Simcha and other
officers, and he was briefed on work to
strengthen defenses along the border.

In a video posted by the office, Netanyahu said
the barrier will stretch “from the Yarmouk to

Eilat” He called it an addition to the security
zones Israel holds in Lebanon, Syria and the
Gaza Strip. He said the plan also includes
forces on the ground and anti-drone measures,
which he declined to detail, along with major
engineering and logistics work and the
mobilization of reservists.

His message to Israel’s enemies, he said, is: “Do
not test us.”

Katz said the barrier is one part of a broader
defense plan, but that the main element
remains an “active, pro-active offensive policy”
against threats from Iran and closer to home.

[1] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 15, 8:06 AM ET - x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110703938844373056

FROM THE ALMA CENTER -
@ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG

An Israeli research center that tracks security on
Israel's northern border. Its findings are its own
assessments.

Alma: Litani crossings struck in
March are largely passable again

In a new report, Alma says eight Litani River
bridges hit in March 2026 have been patched or
bypassed with temporary crossings, so routes
south of the river appear open to Hezbollah again.
It says Lebanese Army monitoring has not been
confirmed at every active crossing, and it points to
the Oct. 5 seizure of a Hezbollah explosives
vehicle at the Dahr al-Baydar checkpoint as a test
of enforcement.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED | Alma's assessment
based on open-source and satellite information; not
independently verified.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED | Alma's analysis of
media reports; the reported meeting was denied by
Damascus and Ankara.

[2] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 15, 8:56 AMET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2110716319180148944

[3] Alma Center report - Oct 15 - israel-alma.org/.../the-litani-
river-bridges-s...

Alma: Turkey seeks a broker's role
between Damascus, Hezbollah and
Beirut

Alma argues that Ankara is building influence in
Syria and Lebanon through mediation, diplomacy
and aid. It cites reports of a Syria-Hezbollah
meeting in Turkey, which Damascus and Ankara
denied, and Erdogan's Sept. 21 call for an
international force to replace UNIFIL.

[5] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 15, 6:00 AM ET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2110672028726419493

[6] Alma Center article - Oct 15 - israel-alma.org/.../ankara-as-
a-mediator-betwe...

FROM THE PRIME MINISTER'S
OFFICE - @ISRAELIPM

Official account of the Prime Minister of Israel.
Statements are the government's own.

Colombia opens embassy in
Jerusalem, the 10th country to do so

Netanyahu spoke at a Foreign Ministry reception

Jerusalem and then hailed it as “the 10th embassy
in Jerusalem” and a sign of renewed friendship
with Latin America.

(L LIZ LI The inauguration ceremony was
carried live by the PMO.

[9] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 15, 9:50 AM ET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110729962856534299

[10] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 14, 3:45 PM ET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110457080465248766

marking the opening of Colombia's embassy in

SECURITY

GAZA

IDF says it killed two Hamas commanders who
took part in Oct. 7

The IDF named Maher Walid Omar al-Husseini, whom it called a
Nukhba cell commander who infiltrated the Re'im base, and
Mohammed Abd al-Khalek Hala, whom it described as a commander
in Hamas's weapons production headquarters. It said they were
advancing attacks in “systematic violation of the ceasefire.”

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED | [DF statements; identities and roles not
independently verified.

[12] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 16, 10:09 AMET -
x.com/IDF/status/2111097327448391697

[13] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 16, 2:13 AM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2110977345246884199

IRAN

CENTCOM: blockade has kept $25 billion of
Iranian oil off the market

In a video update and fact sheet, CENTCOM commander Adm. Brad
Cooper said the U.S. had stopped at least $25 billion in Iranian

crude exports and cited reports that Iran-aligned militias are
holding back fighters' pay to send money to the IRGC.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED | Figures are the U.S. military's; the militia-
pay claim is attributed by CENTCOM to “reports.”

[15] U.S. Central Command, @CENTCOM - Oct 16, 2:03 PM ET -
x.com/CENTCOM/status/2111156124997263405

[16] U.S. Central Command, @CENTCOM - Oct 16, 2:05 PM ET -
x.com/CENTCOM/status/2111156487577915526
[17] Axios - Oct 16 - axios.com/.../iran-backed-militias-sending-mon...

STRAIT OF HORMUZ
IRGC claims a supertanker hit a mine on an
“unauthorized” route

Iran's Revolutionary Guard navy said a tanker carrying more than 2
million barrels struck a naval mine and caught fire. It did not name

the ship. CENTCOM rejected an earlier IRGC mine claim this week,
saying a container ship was hit by an IRGC projectile and that the
main shipping routes are clear of mines.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] IRGC claim via Iranian state media; the
vessel, flag and damage are not independently confirmed.

[18] Euronews - Oct 17 - euronews.com/.../super-tanker-ablaze-after-str...

[19] Mehr News Agency (Iranian state-affiliated) - Oct 17 - en.mehrnews.com/.../Qil-
Tanker-explodes-in-Hor...

[20] U.S. Central Command, @CENTCOM - Oct 15, 1:11 PM ET -
x.com/CENTCOM/status/2110780675238289548

DIPLOMACY

LEBANON
Rubio tells Aoun: don't hand seized explosives
back to Hezbollah

Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun to hold accountable those behind a shipment of hundreds of
kilograms of explosives seized from Hezbollah, a State Department
official told Reuters. Aoun's office said he asked Washington to press
Israel to stop strikes in the south.

(X LIRLLAL Call confirmed by a U.S. official and the Lebanese
presidency, per Reuters.

[21] Reuters (via Investing.com) - Oct 15 - investing.com/.../rubio-urges-lebanon-to-
not-r...
[22] Axios - Oct 15 - axios.com/.../lebanon-hezbollah-explosives-istr...

GAZA
Board of Peace envoy calls merchant intimidation
“unacceptable”

Nickolay Mladenov said he received COGAT's letter on the goods
suspension and called pressure on merchants unacceptable. He
urged the quick deployment of the Gaza administrative committee
(NCAG) and the international stabilization force under UN Security
Council Resolution 2803.

(LR LA M Miadenov's own post.

[23] Nickolay Mladenov, @nmladenov - Oct 15, 7:31 AMET -
x.com/nmladenov/status/2110695043174404522

SAUDI ARABIA

Trump: Israel “very helpful” to Saudis against
Houthis; normalization back on the table

Asked on the White House lawn whether Riyadh should accept
Israeli help against Yemen's Houthis, President Trump said he
thought it would. He said normalization could be back “maybe more
than ever.” He did not say what help Israel had given.

On-record remarks. Any Israeli help to Saudi Arabia
remains unspecified and is not confirmed by Riyadh or Jerusalem.

[24] The Times of Israel - Oct 16, 4:35 PM ET - timesofisrael.com/.../trump-says-
israel-has-be...

IMAGE - ALMA: LITANI CROSSINGS STRUCK IN MARCH
ARE LARGELY PASSABLE AGAIN
THE LITANI RIVER BRIDGES STRUCK IN MARCH 2026:
THEIR STRUCTURAL AND SECURITY STATUS - AND HOW HEZBOLLAH IS EXPLOITING THE SITUATION

Alma's map of the Litani River bridges struck in March 2026. Red
marks bridges it says remain destroyed, green marks repaired or
replacement crossings.

MAP: ALMA RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER VIA @ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG,
OCT 15, 2026 - X.COM/ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG/STATUS/2110716319180148944
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