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WEST BANK - PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, @QISRAELIPM

EU and France demand arrests after attack on European diplomats;
still no suspects held

Belgian, French and Polish envoys and a French mayor were set upon by masked men in Taybeh during the olive harvest. The IDF and Foreign Minister Saar
condemned it; the Prime Minister’s Office says the images do not yet show who did what. On Sunday the EU and France demanded accountability, a day after
Secretary of State Rubio urged Israel to crack down. No arrests as of Sunday afternoon.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] a claim made by one party, an analysis, or a report we could not independently
verify. The claim is attributed, not endorsed. Bracketed numbers [n] refer to the source list at bottom right; the
clickable edition is at americatodayjournal.com/middle-east/.

(L LR LLAA B That the delegation was attacked is documented by video, the Belgian and Polish governments, the IDF and several independent news organizations, and police have opened an investigation. The EU, French and Rubio
statements are on the record. Who the attackers were and the full sequence of events are not established, the PMO disputes early conclusions. The police claim that the missions refused to cooperate comes from police officials via Ynet;
the governments involved had not publicly answered it as of this edition.

delegation of European diplomats
from Belgium, France and Poland,

along with Catholic Church
representatives, was attacked on
Saturday, Oct. 17, in Taybeh, a largely

Christian Palestinian village near Ramallah,
according to the BBC and the Associated Press.
The group had come to see the olive harvest,
which has seen near-daily settler violence this
month.

Video showed masked men confronting the
convoy, and Belgian authorities said a
consulate car had a window smashed. French
mayor Bernard Baudoux of Aulnoye-Aymeries

said he was hit with metal bars and kicked to
the ground. Belgian Foreign Minister Maxime
Prévot said “impunity for violent settlers must
end” and will press for more EU sanctions.

The IDF said it “strongly condemns the severe
act of violence” by “Israeli rioters,” and that
police and forensic investigators were entering
the area. Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar also
condemned it, but said the visit had not been
coordinated with the IDF in advance. Israel
Police said they opened an investigation once
they received the footage.

In a long statement, the Prime Minister’s Office
called any violence against diplomats
unacceptable but urged caution before drawing
conclusions. It said the footage “does not
establish the complete sequence of events or
individual responsibility,” noted the visit was
uncoordinated, and said the reports come amid
what it called a coordinated campaign to smear
Israel and Jewish residents of Judea and
Samaria during the harvest.

On Sunday the European Union's foreign
policy spokesperson said the bloc “strongly
condemns” attacks by violent settlers,
including on European diplomats, and expects

“full accountability” and steps to stop violence
during the harvest. France's Foreign Ministry
called on Israeli authorities to arrest those
responsible. On Saturday, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio told reporters the U.S. is “very
disturbed” by images of settler violence and
has asked Israel to “crack down,” according to
Reuters.

As of Sunday afternoon no arrests had been
made, The Times of Israel reported. Police
officials told Ynet the missions had not
provided testimony, footage or access to the
vehicles; Channel 12 (N12) reported the IDF
and police are trading blame.

[1] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 17, 12:39 PM ET - x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2111497338808140140
[2] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 17, 10:34 AM ET - x.com/IDF/status/2111465959298854929

[3]1 BBC News (James Landale) - Oct 17, 2:38 PM ET - bbc.com/news/articles/c962ydpmjm3zo

[4] Associated Press via PBS NewsHour - Oct 17, 12:28 PM ET - pbs.org/.../masked-settlers-attack-european-di...
[5] Times of Israel (Israel Police statement) - Oct 17, 9:34 AM ET - timesofisrael.com/.../police-say-probe-launche...
[6] Ynetnews (Idan Bloemhof) - Oct 18, 2:31 AM ET - ynetnews.com/article/rkenikm2mx

[7]1 N12 / Mako (Nitzan Shapira, Hebrew) - Oct 18, 3:50 AM ET - mako.co.il/.../Article-65eb899558d41a1026.htm
[8] Times of Israel (Lazar Berman, Nurit Yohanan): EU and France statements - Oct 18, 11:26 AM ET - timesofisrael.com/.../eu-demands-full-accounta...
[9] Al Jazeera (EU statement) - Oct 18 - aljazeera.com/.../eu-condemns-israeli-settler-...

[10] Reuters via Times of Israel (Rubio remarks) - Oct 17, 7:45 PM ET - timesofisrael.com/.../rubio-says-he-is-disturb...

FROM THE ALMA CENTER -
@ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG

An Israeli research center that tracks security on
Israel's northern border. Its findings are its own
assessments.

Alma: Hezbollah owned up to the
seized explosives truck and wants it
back

Alma says Hezbollah MP Hassan Fadlallah
confirmed on Oct. 15 that the explosives-laden
vehicle seized Oct. 5 at the Dahr al-Baidar
checkpoint was Hezbollah's, said the cargo was
meant for Israeli forces in south Lebanon, and
demanded it back along with the two men held.
Alma notes an Al-Akhbar report that prosecutors
ordered the arrest of Hezbollah liaison chief
Hussein Abdullah and aide Ali Ayoub; Hezbollah

and judicial sources quoted by MTV deny it, and
Alma says it cannot verify it.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] Alma's account and
analysis. Hezbollah's ownership claim is from its own
MP. The arrest-order report is unverified and has been
denied by judicial sources and Hezbollah.

[11] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 18, 6:00 AMET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2111759200728781134

[12] MTV Lebanon (judicial sources deny warrants) - Oct 17 -
mtv.com.lb/.../judicial-sources-to-mtv--report...

[13] Kataeb.org (Lebanese media roundup on the probe) - Oct
17 - en.kataeb.org/.../lebanon-probe-shifts-focus-f...

Alma: Litani crossings struck in
March are largely passable again

In a new report, Alma says eight Litani River
bridges hit in March 2026 have been patched or

bypassed with temporary crossings, so routes
south of the river appear open to Hezbollah again.

It says Lebanese Army monitoring has not been
confirmed at every active crossing, and it points to
the Oct. 5 seizure of a Hezbollah explosives
vehicle at the Dahr al-Baydar checkpoint as a test
of enforcement.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] Alma's assessment
based on open-source and satellite information; not
independently verified.

[14] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 15, 8:56 AMET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2110716319180148944

[15] Alma Center report - Oct 15 - israel-alma.org/.../the-litani-
river-bridges-s...

FROM THE PRIME MINISTER'S
OFFICE - @ISRAELIPM

Official account of the Prime Minister of Israel.
Statements are the government's own.

Colombia opens embassy in
Jerusalem, the 10th country to do so

Netanyahu spoke at a Foreign Ministry reception
marking the opening of Colombia's embassy in
Jerusalem and then hailed it as “the 10th embassy
in Jerusalem” and a sign of renewed friendship
with Latin America.

(LIS LI The inauguration ceremony was
carried live by the PMO.

[21] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 15, 9:50 AM ET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110729962856534299
[22] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 14, 3:45 PM ET -

x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110457080465248766

SECURITY

GAZA
IDF says four more Hamas operatives killed, one
an Oct. 7 infiltrator

On Saturday the IDF said strikes from Thursday to Saturday killed
four Hamas members: a Nukhba Force member, a sniper, a man it
says invaded Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and an operative hit in southern
Gaza on Saturday. It said they were planning attacks “in systematic
violation of the ceasefire.” This follows Friday's announcement that
two other Hamas commanders were killed. Palestinian media
described one of the four as a journalist.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] IDF statements; the identities, roles and
the Palestinian description of one man as a journalist have not been
independently verified.

[24] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 17, 12:18 PM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2111492047186116870

[25] Times of Israel (Emanuel Fabian) - Oct 17 - timesofisrael.com/.../idf-says-it-
killed-4-ham...

[26] Israel.com - Oct 17 - israel.com/.../idf-says-gaza-strikes-killed-4-...

[27] Israel Defense Forces (earlier announcement), @IDF - Oct 16, 10:09 AM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2111097327448391697

IRAN
Iran's new defense minister warns of “enormous
damage” if U.S. attacks resume

Iran's parliament confirmed Mehrdad Akhlaghi as defense minister
on Sunday, 237 votes of 277 cast, according to the government
website cited by AFP. Right after the vote he told reporters the U.S.
would “most likely not dare to attack,” but that if it did, “they
themselves and the region will suffer enormous damage.” He
replaces Aziz Nasirzadeh, killed in the Feb. 28 U.S.-Israeli strike on a

leadership compound. Akhlaghi has led Iran's Defence Industries
Organisation since 2013 and was sanctioned by the UN in 2007.

(FLLRLULLD The vote and his remarks are on the record, reported by
AFP from Iranian state TV and the government website. The threat is Iran's
own statement.

[28] AFP via Khaleej Times - Oct 18 - khaleejtimes.com/.../iran-mehrdad-akhlaghi-
thr...

[29] AFP via The New Indian Express - Oct 18 - newindianexpress.com/.../irans-new-
defence-min...

EASTERN BORDER
Netanyahu tours new eastern border barrier,
warns Israel’s enemies: “Do not test us”

On Oct. 15 Netanyahu toured the barrier being built along Israel's
eastern border near Kibbutz Massada with Defense Minister Israel
Katz. In a PMO video he said it will run “from the Yarmouk to Eilat,”
on top of the security zones Israel holds in Lebanon, Syria and Gaza,
and warned Israel's enemies: “Do not test us.” No cost, length or
timeline was given.

(L LURLLAT W The visit, remarks and video come from the PMO's own
post. The plans and capabilities described are the government's statements;
no cost, length or timeline was given.

[30] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 15, 8:06 AM ET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110703938844373056

DIPLOMACY

LEBANON
Aoun: Lebanese army delegation will press for end
to Israeli strikes at Tampa talks on Oct. 20

Meeting French Foreign Minister Jean-Noél Barrot in Beirut,
President Joseph Aoun said a Lebanese military delegation will

attend the U.S.-backed three-way meeting with Israel in Tampa on
Oct. 20 to demand a halt to Israeli escalation. He said Israel has not
kept to the June framework agreement, and asked that UN
peacekeepers stay in the south through 2027 or that some other
international presence replace them.

The meeting date and Lebanon's positions come from the
Lebanese presidency's own post and Reuters. The charge that Israel broke

the framework is Lebanon's claim, Israel had not responded publicly as of
this edition.

[38] Lebanese Presidency, @LBpresidency - Oct 17, 2:08 PM ET -
x.com/LBpresidency/status/2111519765797769310
[39] Reuters via Al-Monitor - Oct 17 - al-monitor.com/.../lebanon-says-military-deleg...

IMAGE - ALMA: LITANI CROSSINGS STRUCK IN MARCH
ARE LARGELY PASSABLE AGAIN
THE LITANI RIVER BRIDGES STRUCK IN MARCH 2026:
THEIR STRUCTURAL AND SECURITY STATUS - AND HOW HEZBOLLAH IS EXPLOITING THE SITUATION

Alma's map of the Litani River bridges struck in March 2026. Red
marks bridges it says remain destroyed, green marks repaired or
replacement crossings.

MAP: ALMA RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER VIA @ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG,
OCT 15, 2026 - X.COM/ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG/STATUS/2110716319180148944
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