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SECURITY - PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM

Netanyahu doubles down on new doctrine: strike first, and act alone

on Iran if needed

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] a claim made by one party, an analysis, or a report we could not independently
verify. The claim is attributed, not endorsed. Bracketed numbers [n] refer to the source list at bottom right; the
clickable edition is at americatodayjournal.com/middle-east/.

A day after publishing Israel's updated security doctrine, which puts preemptive strikes ahead of containment and says Israel will act alone on Iran if it must,
Netanyahu told an Air Force base on Monday that Israel is ready to strike its enemies “the moment it is required.” Israel votes Oct. 27.

(L LIZLLAA B That the doctrine was issued, what it says, and Monday's Air Force base remarks are confirmed by the Prime Minister's Office posts and video, with the doctrine also reported by Israel National News and Israel Hayom.
Netanyahu's claims, such as '90% of the job is done, that Iran's regime will fall, and that enemies will suffer harsher blows, are his own statements, not verified facts.

n Sunday, Oct. 18, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu released Israel's
National Security Doctrine, written
with the National Security Council
under its director, Shmuel Ben Ezra. Israel
Hayom called it the first full presentation in a
decade. The Prime Minister's Office post at
12:21 PM ET quotes him saying the Oct. 7,
2023 attack forced Israel into a fierce war, and

that the war required an upgrade of the
traditional doctrine.

The doctrine lists ten principles. The first is
preventing Israel's enemies from getting
nuclear weapons, including by preemptive
military action. Others cover deterrence
through overwhelming force, continuous
intelligence, initiative and surprise, layered
defense with buffer zones, new alliances, and
independence in weapons and technology.

On Iran, Netanyahu said, “If we need to act
alone, we will act alone” Israel Hayom quotes
him saying the goals he set “do not depend on
American approval” He also said he has
directed Israel's security agencies to work to
bring down Iran's government. He said “90% of
the job is done,” which is his own claim.

On Monday, Oct. 19, the Prime Minister's
Office posted a video of Netanyahu at an Air
Force base, standing in front of a fighter jet. He

said he had spoken with the base commander
and its air and ground crews, and that Israel
has “the readiness, the determination, and the
capability to strike our enemies the moment it
is required” He added that Israel's enemies
“will suffer harsher blows than they have
suffered up to now.” The post did not name the
base or any specific target.

[1] Prime Minister's Office (Air Force base video), @IsraeliPM - Oct 19, 6:15 AM ET - x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2112125389774463252

[2] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 18, 12:21 PM ET - x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2111855255373729948
[3] Israel National News - Oct 18 - israelnationalnews.com/news/434801
[4] Israel Hayom (Shirit Avitan Cohen, Danny Zaken) - Oct 18, 11:07 AM ET - israelhayom.com/.../netanyahu-israel-prepared-...

FROM THE ALMA CENTER -
@ISRAEL_ALMA_ORG

An Israeli research center that tracks security on
Israel's northern border. Its findings are its own
assessments.

Alma: some Shiites in Amal-leaning
villages may be starting to push
Hezbollah out of their
neighborhoods

In a special report by Tal Beeri, Alma lists local
clashes since September in southern Lebanese
villages that lean toward Nabih Berri's Amal
movement, including a reported exchange of fire
in Arab Salim on Sept. 6 over Hezbollah moving

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam's government. Alma's
view is that fear of another war reaching Nabatieh
and north of the Litani may be shifting the
balance of fear, but it says this is not a Shiite
revolt and Hezbollah's own base is not breaking
away.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] Alma's analysis and
assessment. Several of the village incidents and the
Berri-Hezbollah reports are, by Alma's own account, not

Sfully verified.

bypassed with temporary crossings, so routes
south of the river appear open to Hezbollah again.
It says Lebanese Army monitoring has not been
confirmed at every active crossing, and it points to
the Oct. 5 seizure of a Hezbollah explosives
vehicle at the Dahr al-Baydar checkpoint as a test
of enforcement.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED ] Alma's assessment
based on open-source and satellite information, not
independently verified.

[5] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 19, 6:20 AM ET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2112126630076260425
[6] Alma Center special report (Tal Beeri) - Oct 19 - israel-
alma.org/.../special-report-between-ama...

Alma: Litani crossings struck in

[10] Alma Center, @Israel_Alma_org - Oct 15, 8:56 AMET -
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2110716319180148944

[11] Alma Center report - Oct 15 - israel-alma.org/.../the-litani-
river-bridges-s...

FROM THE PRIME MINISTER'S
OFFICE - @QISRAELIPM

Official account of the Prime Minister of Israel.
Statements are the government's own.

Colombia opens embassy in
Jerusalem, the 10th country to do so

Netanyahu spoke at a Foreign Ministry reception
marking the opening of Colombia's embassy in
Jerusalem and then hailed it as “the 10th embassy
in Jerusalem” and a sign of renewed friendship
with Latin America.

(LIS LA The inauguration ceremony was
carried live by the PMO.

fighters and weapons between homes, and
residents in al-Qseibeh getting a Hezbollah
container moved. It also cites reports of a
widening gap between Berri and Hezbollah over

March are largely passable again

In a new report, Alma says eight Litani River
bridges hit in March 2026 have been patched or

[13] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 15, 9:50 AMET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110729962856534299
[14] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 14, 3:45 PMET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2110457080465248766

SECURITY

GAZA
IDF says three more Hamas operatives killed over
the weekend, including a cell commander

Early Monday the IDF said weekend strikes killed three Hamas
members: Majed Sabbag, whom it called a cell commander, and
Abdullah Jaber, who it says made weapons, both hit in Gaza City's
Tuffah area on Saturday, and Amer Khourani, of an engineering
battalion, in Jabalia. It said they were advancing attacks “in
systematic violation of the ceasefire.” On Saturday it had announced
four other Hamas members Killed from Thursday to Saturday.

[ REPORTED / UNVERIFIED | IDF statements; the names come from the
IDF's Hebrew announcement as reported by The Times of Israel. Identities
and roles have not been independently verified, and Hamas had not
commented as of this edition.

[15] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 19, 1:51 AM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2112058943325282471

[16] Times of Israel live blog (names from IDF Hebrew statement) - Oct 19 -
timesofisrael.com/.../idf-says-settlers-raid-p...

[17] Israel Defense Forces (Saturday announcement), @IDF - Oct 17, 12:18 PM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2111492047186116870

[18] Times of Israel (Emanuel Fabian) - Oct 17 - timesofisrael.com/.../idf-says-it-
killed-4-ham...

REGION - U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT
U.S. tells Americans across the Middle East to stay
on heightened alert as Houthi-Saudi fighting
continues

Overnight the State Department and the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh
issued a security alert telling Americans in the Middle East to
exercise heightened vigilance and plan for possible flight
cancellations, airspace closures and travel disruptions. It cites
Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia, warns that Iran and groups it backs
may target U.S. interests worldwide, and says the fighting could
escalate quickly. On Monday, Haaretz reported that a Houthi attack
on a government military camp in southern Yemen killed 53 people,
citing local authorities, and that Houthi attacks on Saudi airports
and oil facilities have killed 19.

The alert is posted directly by @TravelGov and
@USAInKSA and is travel guidance. The Yemen death tolls are figures from
local authorities reported by Haaretz, which we could not independently

verify.

[20] U.S. State Department travel, @TravelGov - Oct 19, 1:30 AMET -
x.com/TravelGov/status/2112053785186988352

[21] U.S. Embassy Riyadh, @USAInKSA - Oct 19, 12:32 AM ET -
x.com/USAinKSA/status/2112039137070985687

[16] Times of Israel live blog - Oct 19 - timesofisrael.com/.../idf-says-settlers-raid-p...
[22] Haaretz, @haaretzcom - Oct 19, 10:45 AM ET - haaretz.com/.../000001a1-5419-
d46e-ale5-749d28...

DIPLOMACY

WEST BANK - PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM
Police arrest 10 Israeli suspects over weekend
settler attacks, including the assault on European
diplomats

Israel Police said early Monday that 10 Israeli suspects were
detained at dawn at several places in the central West Bank, in a
joint operation with the Shin Bet, on suspicion of taking part in the
weekend settler attacks on Palestinians and foreign diplomats.
Police said evidence linking them to the attacks was found and
several vehicles were seized; the first count was eight. Masked men
attacked Belgian, French and Polish diplomats and a French mayor
in Taybeh on Saturday, and the EU, France and Secretary of State
Rubio pressed Israel to act. No charges have been announced.

The arrests come from Israel Police statements carried by
The Times of Israel; the number rose from 8 to 10 during the morning. Who
was arrested and for which attack has not been made public, and no one
has been charged. That the delegation was attacked is documented by video,
the Belgian and Polish governments, the IDF and several news
organizations. The EU, French and Rubio statements are on the record. The
PMO had urged caution before assigning blame.

[16] Times of Israel (Israel Police statements), @TimesoflIsrael - Oct 19, 1:49 AMET -

timesofisrael.com/.../idf-says-settlers-raid-p...

[29] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM - Oct 17, 12:39 PMET -
x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2111497338808140140

[30] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF - Oct 17, 10:34 AM ET -
x.com/IDF/status/2111465959298854929

[31] BBC News (James Landale) - Oct 17, 2:38 PM ET -
bbc.com/news/articles/c962ydpmjm3zo

[32] Associated Press via PBS NewsHour - Oct 17, 12:28 PM ET - pbs.org/.../masked-
settlers-attack-european-di...

[33] Ynetnews (Idan Bloemhof) - Oct 18, 2:31 AMET -
ynetnews.com/article/rkenikm2mx

[34] Times of Israel (Lazar Berman, Nurit Yohanan): EU and France statements - Oct
18,11:26 AM ET - timesofisrael.com/.../eu-demands-full-accounta...

[35] Reuters via Times of Israel (Rubio remarks) - Oct 17, 7:45 PM ET -
timesofisrael.com/.../rubio-says-he-is-disturb...

LEBANON
Lebanon heads to Tampa talks with Israel on Oct.
20; Arab League backs Beirut

A Lebanese army delegation is due at the U.S.-backed three-way
meeting with Israel in Tampa on Oct. 20 to demand a halt to Israeli
strikes. Meeting Arab League chief Nabil Fahmy on Monday,
President Aoun said Israel has not kept to the framework deal but
Lebanon will stick with diplomacy. Fahmy pledged full Arab support
for the talks.

The meeting date and Lebanon's positions come from the
Lebanese presidency's own posts and Reuters. The charge that Israel broke
the framework is Lebanon's claim; Israel had not responded publicly as of
this edition.

[36] Lebanese Presidency (Aoun-Fahmy meeting), @LBpresidency - Oct 19, 4:38 AM
ET - x.com/LBpresidency/status/2112100967030116383

[37] Lebanese Presidency (Fahmy remarks), @LBpresidency - Oct 19, 4:22 AM ET -
x.com/LBpresidency/status/2112097118496190616

[38] Lebanese Presidency, @LBpresidency - Oct 17, 2:08 PM ET -
x.com/LBpresidency/status/2111519765797769310

[39] Reuters via Al-Monitor - Oct 17 - al-monitor.com/.../lebanon-says-military-deleg...

IMAGE - NETANYAHU DOUBLES DOWN ON NEW
DOCTRINE: STRIKE FIRST, AND ACT ALONE ON IRAN IF
NEEDED

Netanyahu speaks in front of a fighter jet at an Israeli Air Force base
on Monday, Oct. 19. The PMO did not name the base.

STILL FROM VIDEO: GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE (GPO) VIA PRIME
MINISTER'S OFFICE, @ISRAELIPM, OCT 19, 2026 -
X.COM/ISRAELIPM/STATUS/2112125389774463252
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