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A

SECURITY  ·  U.S .–ISRAEL

Hegseth meets Netanyahu at a southern Israel air base; Iran was on the
table
U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth made an unannounced stop in Israel on Monday, Oct. 19, and met Prime Minister Netanyahu at Ovda Air Base, where U.S.
tankers and fighter jets are based. Netanyahu's spokesman says they discussed regional threats. Israel votes Oct. 27.

CONFIRMED The meeting and its place are confirmed on the record by Netanyahu's spokesman Doron Spielman (to Reuters, via Times of Israel). Reports that the talks focused on resuming large-scale strikes on Iran come from

unnamed sources (Axios, CNN via The National) and are not confirmed; the Pentagon has not commented on Hegseth's movements.

xios first reported the visit late
Monday, Oct. 19. On Tuesday,
Netanyahu spokesman Doron
Spielman confirmed to Reuters that the

two met at Ovda (also spelled Uvda) Air Force
Base in the Negev, and that they discussed “the

threats in the region” and how the U.S. and
Israel handle them, both defensively and
offensively.

Spielman said Hegseth thanked Israel for
hosting U.S. forces, which he put in the
thousands, and that the two talked about

President Trump's support for Netanyahu.
Trump endorsed Netanyahu for re-election the
same weekend.

Reuters, citing three Israeli officials, says Iran
was a main topic. Axios earlier reported that
the Pentagon told U.S. Central Command to

finish preparations for possible renewed large-
scale operations against Iran, with no decision
made and no date set. That part rests on
unnamed sources.

[1] The Times of Israel (Reuters) · Oct 20 · timesofisrael.com/…/netanyahu-spokesman-conf…

[2] Axios · Oct 19, 6:32 PM ET · axios.com/…/pete-hegseth-israel-visit-netany…

[3] Al-Monitor (Reuters) · Oct 20 · al-monitor.com/…/hegseth-discusses-iran-neta…

[4] The National · Oct 20 · thenationalnews.com/…/hegseth-meets-netanyah…

FROM  THE  ALMA  CENTER  ·
@I SRAE L _ A LMA _ORG

An Israeli research center that tracks security on
Israel's northern border. Its findings are its own
assessments.

Alma: senior IRGC recruiter Hossein
Yekta visited Lebanon to rally
Hezbollah's base
The Alma Center says Hossein Yekta, an IRGC
commander tied to recruitment and
indoctrination, came to Lebanon in early October
with a delegation for families of dead Hezbollah
fighters, reportedly met senior Hezbollah figures,
and filmed himself washing in the Litani River as a
“prelude to prayer in Jerusalem.” Alma says this
tests Beirut's March pledge to stop IRGC activity
on its soil.

REPORTED  /  UNVERIFIED Alma's research report,

built on media reports and a video; the meetings are
“reported,” and no Lebanese or Iranian official
statement was checked.

[5] Alma Research and Education Center, @Israel_Alma_org ·

Oct 20, 6:00 AM ET ·
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2112483967744295263

[6] Alma Center report · Oct 20 · israel-alma.org/…/hossein-
yekta-senior-irgc-…

Alma: Hezbollah's health minister is
backing the reopening of a
Hezbollah-run clinic
Alma says Lebanon's Health Minister Rakan
Nassereddine, Hezbollah's man in the cabinet, is
sponsoring the reopening of a medical center run
by Hezbollah's Islamic Health Organization.
Alma's view is that this rebuilds Hezbollah's
civilian network, and its hold on people, with the
government's stamp on it.

REPORTED  /  UNVERIFIED The reopening is

Alma's report; the reading of it as a “state within a
state” is Alma's analysis. No Lebanese ministry
statement was checked.

[7] Alma Research and Education Center, @Israel_Alma_org ·

Oct 20, 11:00 AM ET ·
x.com/Israel_Alma_org/status/2112559466012905544

[8] Alma Center article · Oct 20 · israel-alma.org/…/under-the-
health-ministers…

FROM  THE  PR IME  MIN I STER ' S

OFF I CE  ·  @ISRAE L I PM

Official account of the Prime Minister of Israel.
Statements are the government's own.

Tel Hai College becomes Kiryat
Shmona–Tel Hai University
Netanyahu went to Kiryat Shmona with ministers
Yoav Kisch and Ze'ev Elkin to open the academic

year and mark the college's upgrade to a
university, backed by NIS 694 million. The office
ties it to a roughly NIS 6.8 billion northern
program that includes 1,800 mobile bomb shelters
and 500 renovated public shelters.

CONFIRMED The visit and figures come from the

Prime Minister's Office post with photos; the figures are
the government's own and were not independently
checked.

[14] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM · Oct 20, 11:45 AM ET

· x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2112571036625408177

SECUR I TY

REGION  ·  U.S .  STATE  DEPARTMENT

U.S. tells Americans across the Middle East to stay
on heightened alert as Houthi–Saudi fighting
continues
Overnight the State Department and the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh
issued a security alert telling Americans in the Middle East to
exercise heightened vigilance and plan for possible flight
cancellations, airspace closures and travel disruptions. It cites
Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia, warns that Iran and groups it backs
may target U.S. interests worldwide, and says the fighting could
escalate quickly. On Monday, Haaretz reported that a Houthi attack
on a government military camp in southern Yemen killed 53 people,
citing local authorities, and that Houthi attacks on Saudi airports
and oil facilities have killed 19.

CONFIRMED The alert is posted directly by @TravelGov and
@USAinKSA and is travel guidance. The Yemen death tolls are figures from
local authorities reported by Haaretz, which we could not independently
verify.

[25] U.S. State Department travel, @TravelGov · Oct 19, 1:30 AM ET ·

x.com/TravelGov/status/2112053785186988352

[26] U.S. Embassy Riyadh, @USAinKSA · Oct 19, 12:32 AM ET ·

x.com/USAinKSA/status/2112039137070985687

[22] Times of Israel live blog · Oct 19 · timesofisrael.com/…/idf-says-settlers-raid-p…

[27] Haaretz, @haaretzcom · Oct 19, 10:45 AM ET · haaretz.com/…/000001a1-5419-

d46e-a1e5-749d28…

D IP LOMACY

Israel and Lebanon finish a first day of talks at
CENTCOM in Tampa; second day Wednesday
Israeli and Lebanese military delegations met for about six hours on
Tuesday at U.S. Central Command headquarters in Tampa, under
U.S. mediation, to work on the June framework deal, Hezbollah
disarmament and Israeli pullback from two “pilot areas” in south
Lebanon. No result was announced. Lebanon wants Israeli strikes to
stop; Netanyahu says the Lebanese army must clear Hezbollah from
the pilot zones or Israel will.

REPORTED  /  UNVERIFIED That the meeting took place is confirmed to

The Jerusalem Post by two IDF sources and to Anadolu by diplomatic
sources; no joint statement or U.S. State Department readout had been
issued.

[30] Anadolu Agency · Oct 20 · aa.com.tr/…/4095149

[31] The Jerusalem Post · Oct 20 · jpost.com/middle-east/article-912312

[32] The Times of Israel · Oct 20 · timesofisrael.com/…/israel-and-lebanon-to-ho…

Israel accepted as a partner of the Pacific Islands
Forum
Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar says the Forum's secretary general,
Baron Divavesi Waqa, told him Israel has been accepted as a Forum
Partner, decided at the leaders' meeting in Palau. Sa'ar ties it to his
earlier visit to Fiji and calls it “another diplomatic achievement.”
Partner status is a cooperation role, not membership.

CONFIRMED Announced on the record by Israel's foreign minister on his

own account. We did not find a Forum statement in this pull; the decision is
attributed to the secretary general via Sa'ar.

[33] Gideon Sa'ar, Foreign Minister of Israel, @gidonsaar · Oct 20, 10:49 AM ET ·

x.com/gidonsaar/status/2112556704449597911

WEST  BANK  ·  PRIME  MINISTER 'S  OFFICE ,  @ISRAELIPM

Police arrest 10 Israeli suspects over weekend
settler attacks, including the assault on European
diplomats
Israel Police said early Monday that 10 Israeli suspects were
detained at dawn at several places in the central West Bank, in a
joint operation with the Shin Bet, on suspicion of taking part in the
weekend settler attacks on Palestinians and foreign diplomats.
Police said evidence linking them to the attacks was found and
several vehicles were seized; the first count was eight. Masked men
attacked Belgian, French and Polish diplomats and a French mayor
in Taybeh on Saturday, and the EU, France and Secretary of State
Rubio pressed Israel to act. No charges have been announced.

CONFIRMED The arrests come from Israel Police statements carried by

The Times of Israel; the number rose from 8 to 10 during the morning. Who
was arrested and for which attack has not been made public, and no one
has been charged. That the delegation was attacked is documented by video,
the Belgian and Polish governments, the IDF and several news
organizations. The EU, French and Rubio statements are on the record. The
PMO had urged caution before assigning blame.

[22] Times of Israel (Israel Police statements), @TimesofIsrael · Oct 19, 1:49 AM ET ·

timesofisrael.com/…/idf-says-settlers-raid-p…

[34] Prime Minister's Office, @IsraeliPM · Oct 17, 12:39 PM ET ·

x.com/IsraeliPM/status/2111497338808140140

[35] Israel Defense Forces, @IDF · Oct 17, 10:34 AM ET ·
x.com/IDF/status/2111465959298854929

[36] BBC News (James Landale) · Oct 17, 2:38 PM ET ·
bbc.com/news/articles/c962ydpmjm3zo

[37] Associated Press via PBS NewsHour · Oct 17, 12:28 PM ET · pbs.org/…/masked-

settlers-attack-european-di…

[38] Ynetnews (Idan Bloemhof) · Oct 18, 2:31 AM ET ·

ynetnews.com/article/rkenikm2mx

[39] Times of Israel (Lazar Berman, Nurit Yohanan): EU and France statements · Oct

18, 11:26 AM ET · timesofisrael.com/…/eu-demands-full-accounta…

[40] Reuters via Times of Israel (Rubio remarks) · Oct 17, 7:45 PM ET ·
timesofisrael.com/…/rubio-says-he-is-disturb…
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